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can be more generally diffused, it is idle to expect India to
realise her immense industrial potentialities.
Disquieting as are these general figures, the seriousness of
the present position of Indian education is still further
revealed by an analysis of the proportions of the population
undergoing different types of instruction. Statistics show that
only about 2*4 per cent, of the population are enrolled in primary
schools, and only 2*8 per cent, are undergoing elementary in-
struction of any kind. The corresponding figure for England
and Wales is 17 per cent.; but it is probable that this figure
includes some pupils who are preparing for higher education.
On the other hand, in secondary schools, -5 per cent, of the
population are enrolled, as compared with -6 per cent, in England
and Wales. Considering the backwardness of female education,
this figure is startling ; if the male population of India alone is
reckoned, no less than '9 per cent, are found in secondary
schools, a proportion far greater than that of England and
Wales, and approximately equal to that of Germany before the
war. Very significant too are the figures for University educa-
tion. India has about '025 per cent, of her population undergoing
instruction of a University type, as against *054 in England
and Wales. But here, again, the female population of India
has to be almost eliminated, so that India's proportion is really
very high indeed. When single tracts, such as Bengal for ex-
ample, are considered, this percentage heavy as it is, sometimes
rises in a marked degree. In this province, the proportion of
those undergoing University instruction to the population is
equal to the proportion in the United Kingdom ; and if the
female population of Bengal be left out of reckoning, the figure
rises to the remarkable height of *1 per cent.
Thus, while the lower classes in India are largely illiterate,
the middle class, which is the class that mainly patronises the
higher institutions, is numerically speaking educated to a pitch
equal to that attained in countries whose social and economic
conditions are more highly developed. This one-sided character
of Indian education is not entirely the fault of .Government.
The earlier efforts of the East India Company were indeed
directed to the encouragement of higher institutions estab-